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Abstract
Transformational grammar has elevated linguistic description from the statistical statement of regularities to a theory of a part of human knowledge, though the latter has been developed primarily by philosophers & psychologists rather than linguists. Linguistics itself is in great disarray at the moment, because it lacks shared conceptual assumptions about what a grammar is for. The notion of 'psychogrammar' is introduced; it is defined as the 'psychologically internalized representation of linguistic structure.' The question is that of when children acquire such a psychogrammar. A common view of language learning suggests that children acquire it relatively late; but it is hypothesized here that a psychogrammar exists before the age of 5, because it is needed to mediate between the emerging systems of speech production & perception. If it does not wither away by the age of 12, it is because it is functionally similar to the state seen in Marxist terms: it becomes entrenched in the mind & is the 'bureaucracy of linguistic life.' Psychogrammar is not the same as the systems of speech behavior (production & perception). Psychogrammar distinguishes between linguistic knowledge & behavior; with other systems it explains a variety of facts about linguistic intentions. In an adult, psychogrammar is redundant; it is the child who needs it in order to bring the systems of speech perception & production into alignment. It is also necessary in recording & simplifying material stored in memory. By the time the psychogrammar & the behavioral systems have decoupled (by age 15), learning a 2nd language becomes a different process. 
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